OUTGOING TELEGRAM Department of State

INDICATE: [ coitect

[J CHARGE TO

Origin

ACTION: page 2 - Amembassy TEL AVIV

ST
Classification

FOR OC|T USE ONLY

HEFEE QS XUKBE KX BE MK XS B XEAB XA EA R KK RAKAEA K XACKAKREEKE O _|
equalize situation. Davies told Argov that on personal and
official basis he urged that GOI not add to problems of carrier.
TWA has done its utmost to obtain release of all passengers

and is using its best judgment to accomplish this end.

Davies noted to Argov that TWA believes/iiiii organized campaign
being organized against Company and harmful effects of any
possible boycott should also be apparent. Davies hastened to
point out that we not accusing GOI of organizing boycott.

We merely asking that GOI refrain from taking any actions

that would exacerbate situation.

3. Argov replied that TWA had made very serious mistake in
initial public statement when it indicated that captain of
hijacked aircraft would remain behind in Damascus to supervise
repair aircraft but made no mention that his remaining behind
connected in any way with fam fate of six XsxamXix Israeli

passengers. Argov had contacted TWA President Wiser who

recognized importance of oversight and issued corrected
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statement that included reference to Israeli passengers. Argov __]
emphasized that it was the first %eport that received play in

press today and has left the impression of callousness on part

of company which will be hard to overcome. People are reacting

to what they have heard and read. Mrs. Meir's statement g

gackxin this context ase# should be x viewed

as a natural reaction to the information she had on hand.

aware
4. Davies replied he wished to be very frank. He degk not /memcsicse

: : R
Kgse TWA statement given to him/miwhich contained
reference to the Israelis was not the oéiginakgmﬂll‘l'ﬁh&. In
any eventfmhe Prime Minister of Israel as well as other officials
should rely not on -gm@y press reports but on official informa-
tion communicated by ,g% Point is USG and Company

have serious problem and DaV1es would ask on both personal and
official basis that GOI and its representatives do amxkRxrgy

nothing to complicate further the Company's problems. He asked

specifically that GOI do what it can to s reactions.

Davies also pointed out that TWA could suffer major damage and
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5. Upon digesting foregding-Argov's reaction was explosive.

He asked Davies if he were suggesting that the USG were preparing

t6 retaliate against E1l Al for any damage that might be suffered

by TWA. Davies replied that our actions would be of course guided

by the provisions of our bilateral air agreement. Davies,

speaking slowly in order permit Argov take notes, then said the

following: "we are seriously concerned by the potential damage

to our carrier which, through series of events including the

Israeli Prime Minister's reaction to press statements, now looms

before us. We would appreciate all actions by the government of

Israel and its representatives both here and in Israel to moderate

the situation. We have a mutuality of interests in protecting

the commercial rights of both carriers."

6. DaVLes told Argov that we cannot inform him of all that is being
8n the' part 'of, the Company =~

done/at this time to free the Israelis but reiterated his appeal

that Israelis not rock the

boat. Argov said this real problem because of initial impression

that TWA had abandoned passengers. Davies replied that we can _J
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